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October's Party 
 

October gave a party; 

The leaves by hundreds came - 

The Chestnuts, Oaks, and Maples, 

And leaves of every name. 

The Sunshine spread a carpet, 

And everything was grand, 

Miss Weather led the dancing, 

Professor Wind the band.  

 

― George Cooper  
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MESSAGE from the President 

Julie Craft, ACP 

O ne of  the main goals for this next year is to better promote our organization.  We 

would like to try to expand our presence in the community by being a more visible 

organization.  In doing so, we can better educate the legal community of  our 

existence and of  the services and benefits we can provide.  October is Pro Bono Month and 

provides several opportunities for us to promote AAPi.   

The Wills for Heroes project of  the Alabama State Bar offers policemen, firemen and 

emergency medical personnel basic estate planning services such as Wills, Advance Directives 

and Powers of  Attorney.  The service is intended to give these brave men and women peace of  

mind should the unthinkable occur and provides the legal community a way to show 

appreciation for their efforts and sacrifices.  Paralegal volunteers are needed to participate as 

witnesses and notaries.  There are currently three clinics planned this month: 

October 16 in Decatur from 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  For more information, contact Alabama State 

Bar VLP at (334) 269-1515 or email linda.lund@alabar.org. 

October 21 in Bessemer from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  For more information, contact Cumberland 

School of  Law at (205) 726-4342 or email ceadams@samford.edu. 

October 28 in Birmingham from 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.  For more information, contact 

Cumberland School of  Law at (205) 726-4342 or email ceadams@samford.edu. 

Please consider volunteering a small amount of  your time to assist the attorneys in providing 

these services.  By volunteering, you will not only be providing community service, you will help 

AAPi develop a stronger relationship with state and local bar associations, be provided an 

excellent opportunity to network with attorneys in your area, and be able to add assisting in pro 

bono clinics to your resumé.   

AAPi members join the association for a variety of  reasons.  Among these reasons is the 

opportunity for networking and involvement in a number of  activities to assist their professional 

development.  If  you are searching for other opportunities to become more involved with AAPi, 

consider submitting an article to NOVUS, becoming a mentor, serving on a committee, or 

serving on the board of  directors.  Becoming more involved with AAPi is a great way to 

challenge yourself, contribute to the paralegal profession and give back to the community. 

Julie 

mailto:linda.lund@alabar.org
mailto:ceadams@samford.edu
mailto:ceadams@samford.edu
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Carl  Cole with Linda Lund and   

Fire Fighter Jeremy Baggett 

Kirby Harris with  

Officer Jacob Kepley 

Ruby Panter, Julie Craft, Melissa 

Kirby, and Fire Fighter John Mims 

Wills for Heroes  

Clinic in 

Decatur, Alabama 

October 16, 2014 

Everyday, firefighters, police and emergency medical 

personnel devote their lives to serving their 

communities, and they are prepared to pay the ultimate 

price in the line of duty. The Wills for Heroes project of 

the Alabama State Bar was created to provide the legal 

community with a way to show its appreciation for the 

efforts and sacrifices of these brave men and women. 

The project is managed by the Alabama State Bar 

Volunteer Lawyers Program. The Wills for Heroes 

project offers first responders free basic estate planning 

services. This service is intended to give them the peace 

of mind by knowing that their affairs are “in order” 

should the unthinkable occur.  

https://www.alabar.org/programs-departments/wills-for-heroes/ 

AAPI Partners with the 

Alabama State Bar, 

providing assistance at 

clinics held throughout 

the State of Alabama at 

various times.  If you are interested in 

working with this program, contact 

your Region Director, or any other 

member of the Board and let them 

know.    
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What’s in Your Purse? 

I was recently visiting with my 85 year old mother 
who is a nursing home resident and found myself 
watching as she methodically dug through her 
beloved purple purse searching for something she 
wanted to give me. I watched her take out the 
little pouch that holds her bingo chips, the small 
clutch bag stuffed with napkins (because she 
never has any extra in her room), a comb, some 
gum, a package of new pens (unopened), a piece 
of paper with an out-dated address of my oldest 
son, a bag of suckers she had purchased on a 
recent group shopping spree to the Dollar Tree, 
and her original Social Security card.  I had no 
idea she still had it.  As I watched the familiar 
motions of her hands and remembered other 
times and other purses she had searched to find 
me a pen, my lunch money, or a Kleenex to wipe 
my nose or dry my tears, I could not help but 
consider the contents of my own purse and what 
it might say about where I am in my life. 

The generational contents of my Life Purse have 
evolved from lipstick, dog-eared class pictures of 
school friends, a box of cherry flavored Luden’s 
cough drops purchased from the school store (a 
clever way to get around not being allowed to eat 
candy in class!) pencils, and handwritten notes, 
(pre-texting days, ya’ll) through the years of 
pacifiers, toy cars, Barbie shoes and plastic 
sleeves of photos of my children. These days 
there will still be lipstick and a pen, but there will 
also likely be a flash drive, a stylus for my iPad, 
and the heartbeat of my life – my iPhone.  My 
iPhone contains everything about my life - from 
the contact information of everyone I know and a 
few I don’t remember, as well as the most recent 
photos and videos of my grandchildren. Notably, 
there will be no cute little calendar and address 
book and no scraps of paper with a grocery list or 
Things-To-Do list. These things are now 
contained entirely within some little unseen 

processor in my iPhone. It isn’t even necessary to 
remember to look at the calendar, notes or 
reminders. The pinging alerts deliver a Pavlov’s 
Dog reaction to the messages displayed. 

What is the relevance of the generations of purses 
that we have experienced, you might ask?  A look 
into your purse can be a telling reflection of where 
you are and what you are doing with your life. Are 
there pieces of gum long missing their wrappers, 
scraps of paper with old grocery lists and old 
reminders of things that must get done or is there 
a miniature “Hal” electronically controlling the 
chaos of a modern life? There is no condemnation 
in a cute little paper calendar or address book if 
you are disciplined enough to maintain them and, 
even more, look at them in a timely manner. It’s 
the discipline that can be the stumbling block. 

Sometimes we need to clean out our purses to get 
ourselves better organized or in a better frame of 
mind.  In years past when I was asked what I was 
going to do on my stay-at-home vacation, I have 
been known to reply that I was planning on 
cleaning out my purse. That usually brought a 
chuckle but in reality it was a plan or goal, just not 
always one accomplished. Much like having a 
clean car, there is something about an organized 
purse that makes me feel in control.   

So, let me leave you with this thought.  Take a look 
at what’s in your purse and what it reflects about 
you.  Are you in control or is there a need for a 
little organization? Do you need to take some 
things out of your Life Purse or perhaps add 
something you’ve been leaving behind?  Even 
more, do you need a new purse altogether?  All 
this is metaphorically speaking, of course.  Unless 
your purse is a mess; in that case, you might need 
a vacation. 

Jebbie Austin 
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Region I 

Thomas Cowen 

Justin Cosby 

Lauren Stuman 

arbara Cooper 

Shaye Hornbuckle 

 

Region III 

Merideth Landry 

Elizabeth Samuy 

 

Region IV 

Elizabeth Kilpatrick New Members 
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Meet The Board 

AAPi’s 2014-2015 Board of  Directors 

Julie A. Craft, ACP, has been employed as a litigation paralegal for the law firm of Chenault 

Hammond, P.C. in Decatur, Alabama for 98 years specializing in insurance defense.  She 

earned an Associate in Applied Science degree in Legal Studies from Calhoun Community 

College and now serves on their Paralegal Advisory Committee. 

Julie received her CLA designation from the NALA in 1995 and earned her Advanced 

Certified Paralegal designations in Trial Practice in 2010 and in Personal Injury-Automobile 

Accidents in 2012.  She received NALA's Affiliate Award in 2010. 

Julie is currently serving as President of the Alabama Association of Paralegals, Inc.  She 

joined AAPi as a student member in 1992.  She has been on the Board of Directors for many 

years and has held various positions including First Vice President, NALA Liaison, 2nd 

Vice President - Membership, and Region IV Director.  Julie received AAPi's President's 

Award in 2009.   

PRESIDENT — Julie A. Craft, ACP 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT Membership — Wanda Dimon, ACP 

Wanda Dimon, Corporate Paralegal, is a Birmingham native and has been an EBSCO 

employee for almost 20 years.  She is a graduate of Samford University where she also 

earned her paralegal certification.  She is a member of the Alabama Association of 

Paralegals, Inc. and currently serves as its Second Vice President-Membership.   She is also 

a member of the National Association of Legal Assistants where she earned the designation 

of Certified Paralegal in 2008, Advanced Certified Paralegal Contracts Administration and 

Management in 2008 and Advanced Certified Paralegal Trademarks in 2009.  She is a proud 

mother of two adult children and three grandchildren and loves to sew and garden. 

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT — Sonya Graves, ACP 

Sonya Graves, ACP is an Advanced Certified Paralegal in the Birmingham office Butler 

Snow, LLP.  Sonya has been working in the legal field for over 23 years.  She has also 

served on the Alabama Association of Paralegals, Inc.’s Board of Directors since 

2000.  Sonya is currently serving as AAPi’s 1st Vice President for the 2014-2015 year.   
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Being on the Board of AAPi is such a wonderful experience. Board members volunteer their 

own personal time but that time is advantageous in terms of gaining knowledge about the 

Association and the paralegal industry in general. The perks for me are that I learn many 

new things that help me in my career and the networking keeps me more current on issues 

happening in the legal field. As a Board member, I enjoy taking part in the decisions that 

help AAPi work better and maintain its reputation as a great association with much to offer 

not only the legal community but also the communities where we live and work. Renee 

Jones is employed as a paralegal with Jones, Walker in Birmingham.  She has served on the 

AAPi Board in numerous positions over the last several years. 

SECOND VICE PRESIDENT  Seminars — Renee F. Jones 

PARLIAMENTARIAN — Jane D. McKinnon, CP 

Jane McKinnon, CP, is a certified paralegal employed with Marsh, Rickard & Bryan, P.C. in 

Birmingham. She earned her bachelor's degree from Samford University in Birmingham, 

Alabama and currently serves on the Paralegal Studies Advisory Board there. Jane has been 

a member of AAPi for over twenty years and has served on the AAPi board for many of 

those years, including three terms as president. She is also a member of the National 

Association of Legal Assistants, Inc., and was awarded NALA’s Affiliates Award in 2005. 

SECRETARY — Jeanie C. Johnson, ACP 

Jeanie C. Johnson, ACP is a Corporate Paralegal in the Legal Services Department at 

EBSCO Industries, Inc.  Jeanie is a 1986 graduate from Samford University in Birmingham, 

Alabama where she received her AS Degree in Paralegal Studies. Jeanie currently is enrolled 

at Huntingdon College and is seeking her Bachelor’s in Business Management.  Jeanie 

currently sits on the board of directors of the Alabama Association of Paralegals, Inc. as 

Secretary.  She also is on NALA’s Professional Development Committee.  Jeanie obtained 

her National Association of Legal Assistants certified paralegal designation in December 

2009 and her advance certified paralegal designation in January 2010.   

TREASURER — Karen Guthrie, ACP 

Karen is a certified paralegal, with advanced certification in Trial Practice.  She is currently 

employed as the Paralegal/Executive Assistant to Kevin Turner, the Chief Deputy Attorney 

General for the State of Alabama.  Karen also worked as paralegal to Solicitor General John 

Neiman assisting in the filing of appellate briefs to the U.S. Supreme Court, the Court of 

Appeals for the 11th Circuit, and the Alabama appellate courts. Before working with the 

State, Karen was employed as a civil/trial paralegal for 20 years.   
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My name is Adrienne D. Berry, CP and I have been a member of AAPi since 2002. I 

joined AAPi thanks to my good friend, Kim Herrin, CP...shortly after I became a 

member, in 2003, another coworker, Linda Reid, CLA, approached me about being 

Ethics Chair. I was very skeptical, but she said that the President was really nice...little 

did I know it would be the best experience ever. I accepted and met Jane, and let’s just 

say, the rest is history. 

Since that beginning, I have held many board positions, including serving as 2nd VP-

Membership from 2004 to 2007; serving as Secretary for 2007-08; serving as First 

Vice President 2008-09; School Student Liaison 2009-10; Ways and Means chair for 

2012-13 and will be serving as NALA Liaison for the 2014-15 year. 

I am a paralegal in the Organized Crime and Drug Enforcement Task Force Unit for 

the United States Attorney’s Office.  Most people confuse that with working for the 

DA’s office, but I actually work for the federal government.  I have criminal and civil 

litigation experience, but say I prefer criminal any day!  Helping to put drug dealers in 

jail is a great way to be a civil servant! Working on the AAPi board is another passion 

of mine and such an honor, as you serve to help grow our organization, meet and 

network with other paralegals around the state, and having a great support system. I 

love attending seminars (when I can these days) to not only stay abreast of new legal 

topics and techniques, but to also see old friends and make new ones. 

I hope to meet you at a coming seminar.  If I can ever be of any assistance, do not 

hesitate to contact me. 

NALA LIAISON — Adrienne Berry, CP 

REGION III DIRECOR — Laura Belsome 

Laura R. Belsome was born in Mobile, Alabama and raised in Avondale, LA.  She 

graduated from L.W. Higgins High School in Marrero, LA in 1981. After high school, 

Laura began raising a family then decided to continue her education and attended 

Jones College in Jacksonville, FL where she obtained her Paralegal Certification in 

1990.  She then obtained a Bachelor of Science in Adult Interdisciplinary Studies with 

a major in Political Science and a minor in Criminal Justice in 2000 from the 

University of South Alabama.  

 

Following graduation from Jones College, Laura worked as a paralegal while 

attending the University of South Alabama.  She has worked in the areas of medical 

malpractice, personal injury, premises liability, real estate, subrogation, products 

liability and general family matters. Laura is currently a paralegal at Luther, Collier, 

Hodges & Cash, LLP. 

 

Laura’s hobbies include socializing with friends and family, spending time with 

grandchildren, traveling, especially to Disney World and riding motorcycles. 
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Marlene has served previously as Region IV Director and will once again be taking on 

this position in the northern portion of our state.  She is employed as a paralegal with 

Maynard, Cooper & Gale in Huntsville. 

REGION IV DIRECTOR — Marlene Koch, CP 

OFFICIAL PUBLICATIONS EDITOR — Jebbie Austin 

Jebbie is a litigation paralegal with Cunningham Bounds, LLC in Mobile. She started 

her career as a legal secretary in 1973 and has been a paralegal since 1991. She  

served on the Board as Region III Director for three years and is now serving her 

second year as Official Publications Editor. She is also a member of NALA and 

serves on the Paralegal Committee for AIEG (Attorneys Information Exchange 

Group).  She is married, the mother of three children and grandmother of two.  

CLA Coordinator — Deborah Paul, CP 

My name is Deborah M. Paul, but I prefer to be called Debbie.  I have been in the 

legal field for 33 years.  I started out as a legal secretary; worked briefly in the Mobile 

County Circuit Clerk’s Office, and then was given the opportunity to move into a 

paralegal position almost 20 years ago.  I received my certification through NALA in 

2010.  For the past 9 years I have been an in-house corporate paralegal for Delaney 

Development, Inc. 

I have been married to my husband, Robert Paul for 10 years, and between us we have 

2 sons and 1 daughter.  Our youngest finished college earlier this year.  In our spare 

time my husband and I love to travel. 

Employment Committee Chair — Angela Henderson, CP 

 
This is my second year on the Board as Employment Chair.  Previously, I have been 

the Ethics Committee Chair.  I am  currently a  litigation paralegal at Vernis and 

Bowling of Birmingham. LLC which is an insurance defense firm.  I am originally 

from Mississippi but have lived in Alabama for the past 15 years.  I have been a 

litigation paralegal for over 20 years.   I am married and have one daughter, Shelby 

who is a Sophomore at Hoover High School.   
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Gail Lucas, ACP, is a real estate paralegal at Balch & Bingham LLP in Birmingham, 

where she has worked for ten years. She was the AAPi Member of the Year for 

Region I in 2012-2013 and currently serves as the chair of the Ethics Committee. She 

is a lecturer at Samford University where she teaches “Introduction to Paralegal 

Studies.” Prior to moving to Birmingham in 2004, she was an assistant professor and 

director of the paralegal studies program at the University of Southern Mississippi in 

Hattiesburg. She is a past chair of the National Association of Legal Assistants 

certifying board.  

ETHICS COMMITTEE CHAIR — Gail Lucas, ACP 

My name is Andrea E. Gardner.  I am currently employed at Gilpin Givhan in 

Birmingham.  My specialty is labor and employment together with litigation (general 

and healthcare).  I have been in the legal field for over 20 years.  During my spare 

time, I like to watch football (ROLL TIDE!!!), spend time with my family (Drake, age 

10 and Ashlyn, age 7), and go the beach as often as possible.  

HISTORIAN — Andrea Gardner 

The Alabama Association of Legal Assistants, Inc. (“AALA”) was formed in July, 1982, as a 
non-profit organization to promote the paralegal profession through awareness and 
education. In 2003, by a majority vote of the membership, the name of the organization 
was changed to Alabama Association of Paralegals, Inc. (“AAPi”).  AAPi is an affiliate of the 
National Association of Legal Assistants, Inc.  
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Paralegal’s Role in the Workplace 

By Dana Goggans, ACP 

Paralegals are professionals who work under the direct supervision of lawyers and may be employed law firms, cor

porations or government offices.  Job descriptions vary and there is no constant uniformity to the daily routine.  A 

paralegal may find that they wear many hats daily.    Creative thinking skills are a must have for this profession.  

Many unique situations can arise that would cause a paralegal to think creatively.  They  must be able to organize 

multiple attorneys’ opinions and ideas and work in a focused manner to assist in helping make sure cases go effi

ciently.  While a paralegal’s responsibilities can change daily, there is a limit to functions a paralegal can perform.  

The National Association of Legal Assistants (NALA) states that “A legal assistant/paralegal cannot give legal ad

vice, represent a client in court, set a fee, or accept a case, which functions are generally considered the practice of 

law.”  http://www.nala.org/AboutParalegals.aspx.  Since paralegals are under the direct supervision of lawyers, the 

lawyer supervising a paralegal that performs any of these tasks will have the ultimate responsibility. 

Some paralegals often work independently on various projects reporting back to their supervising lawyers.  A super

vising lawyer's determination of the paralegal's competence limits the tasks the paralegal may perform.  Paralegals 

must be able to recognize and evaluate relevant information, paying attention to detail and time it takes to complete 

each task.  Occasional meetings with the team members preparing a case is a good idea for sharing new facts, learn

ing new ways of looking at issues, and determining the next steps of the preparation process.   

Computer Knowledge 

While technology is not every lawyers precedence, having knowledge of technical programs is essential in today’s 

society.  A paralegal working in a law firm should have some working knowledge of the different computer pro

grams used in their firm.  Any program could be needed at any time to assist in preparing evidence.  Paralegals are 

often performing research, summarizing depositions; preparing drafts of documents.  Why?  Because it is much more 

feasible for the client if the paralegal performs these tasks as opposed to the hourly rate of a lawyer.  It is also imper

ative to keep updated logs in organized folders of just about everything that happens in a case for prompt future ref

erence. 

For paralegals who find themselves in a litigation law practice quickly will realize that this is a rapidly developing 

practice area and the paralegal must stay on top of any changes in technology.  An experienced  paralegal will not 

only have knowledge of the programs available but also be able to utilize these programs at a moments notice.  Some 

common programs used today are:  Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Summation, Concordance and Trial Director.  

Not all law firms utilize these programs but for those who do, may use them on a daily basis.    

Discovery 

Discovery is an important part of a paralegal’s daily duties whether it’s getting documents ready to produce or or

ganizing an incoming production.  There are several types of discovery involved in lawsuits:  Interrogatories, Re

quests for production of documents; Depositions, and Requests for Admissions.  Depending on the type of cases 

your lawyers handle, discovery documents can grow substantially.   Not only are you receiving an extensive amount 

of documents that need to be organized, indexed and uploaded for review but at the same time, you are producing 

documents that may need to be bates numbered, redacted and indexed.  It is always good to keep a production log of 

incoming and outgoing documents so that if needed, you can quickly look at this log and see what has already been 

sent or received.   

(Continued on page 14) 
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Profession 

The paralegal profession can be demanding at times.  Choosing a path in the legal field can be intellectually chal

lenging.  Over the last few years, the paralegal profession has been ranked as one of the fastest growing jobs in 

America.  Several states have even went so far as to regulate paralegals while others have no requirements before a 

person can work as a paralegal.  However, those who want to enhance their paralegal careers can voluntarily obtain 

a certification to become a more likely prospects for potential employers. 

____________________________ 

Dana Goggans, ACP is a paralegal with the law firm of Rumberger, Kirk & Caldwell, P.C. in Birmingham, Ala

bama. She has worked as a paralegal since 1996 with the last fifteen years in securities litigation. Prior to that, she 

worked as a legal assistant and has worked in the legal field for over twenty years. She is currently a member of 

the National Association of Legal Assistants, Alabama Association of Paralegals, American Association for Justice 

and a former member of the paralegal division of the State Bar of Texas. 

dgoggans@rumberger.com 

 

(Continued from page 13) 
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The NOVUS is the official publication of the Alabama Association of 

Paralegals, Inc. This publication is published quarterly, and is a benefit of 

membership in AAPi. Subscriptions to the Novus are included in annual 

member-ship fees.  

To submit materials for publication in the NOVUS, please contact the 

Official Publication Editor, Jebbie Austin, at jra@cunninghambounds.com. 

Opinions expressed in articles and features herein are those of the author, 

and do not necessarily reflect the views of AAPi. The Editor strongly 

encourages the submission of materials for publication; however, the 

Editor reserves the right to edit material and accept or reject materials 

submitted.  

NOVUS 

Thank you to Dana Goggins for her contribution to the NOVUS this quarter.  If you 

have an article or a suggestion of something you would like to see included, please let us 

know.  


