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Welcome to the start of another great year for AAPi.  It is an 

honor to have been elected to serve as President of this 

great Association for the third year.  If you know me at all you 

know I am very passionate about AAPi.  I never dreamed 

when I became a member in the 90’s that I would one day serve as President – but 

here I am.  It all started with getting involved on a committee.  I hope you will 

consider volunteering on a committee and getting more involved with AAPi.  It 

doesn’t matter how much time you have to volunteer – all help is needed and 

appreciated. 

   
I would also like to encourage you to read all about the 2018 Annual Meeting/

Awards Ceremony and Summer Seminar in this issue of the Novus.  The Seminar 

was amazing and we had a great Annual Meeting and Awards Ceremony.  

Congratulations once again to Debbie Paul for a job well done!  

 
As you know, I believe that AAPi is “our” association and is only as good as its 

members!  I hope you will all get involved with AAPi:  renew your membership; 

become a member; attend the seminars/luncheons/events; talk to your fellow 

paralegals about joining AAPi; run for a position on the Board; write articles for the 

Novus or serve on a committee.  There are a lot of ways to get involved.  Please let 

me or any of the Board members know if you are interested in getting more 

involved with AAPi.   

 

Remember:  It’s all about team work:  Together Everyone Achieves More! 

 
Please feel free to contact me any time should you have any ideas, suggestions, or 

want to become more involved in AAPi.  I look forward to working with all of you! 

 

 

A Message From the President 
Sonya Graves, ACP 



REGION I 
Renee' Jones, Director 
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Region I encompasses the following counties in Alabama: Bibb, Blount, Calhoun, Clay, Cleburne, Cullman, Etowah, 

Fayette, Greene, Hale, Jefferson, Lamar, Pickens, Randolph, St. Clair, Shelby, Sumter, Talladega, Tuscaloosa, Walker.  

 

 
 
 

 
Alzheimer's Association Walk to End Alzheimer's - September 30, 2018, Sloss Furnaces 

 
My family and I have been on this terrible journey of Alzheimer’s with my precious mom for the last 8 
years.  According to alz.org, currently, more than 5 million Americans have Alzheimer's and that number is 
expected to grow to as many as 16 million by the year 2050.  Unlike other fundraisers, 5Ks, fun runs and 
walks there is no celebration at a survivor's area because currently there at no survivors of ALZ.  We need 
to raise money to  help with research to find a cure as soon as possible.   I was honored to be on the 
planning committee for the ALZ walk for the second year (in honor of my mom and also my dad who takes 
such great care of her).   
 
This year there were over 1300 participants and over 140 teams registered for the walk. Region 1 had a 
team that consisted of the following AAPi members (and some of their family): Jeanie Johnson, Sonya 
Graves, Angela Henderson, Adrienne Berry, Ambra Booker, Kelly Crowe, Holly Lyons and Michelle 
Smith.  Debbie McCune with Freedom Reporting was also on our team. Our fundraising goal was $1,000 
and we met our goal by raising $1,180.   
 
Region 1 was also in charge of registration the day of the event.  Thanks to the following people who 
worked registration tables:  Debbie McCune, Angela Henderson, Robyn and Maggie Beasley (my sister 
and niece), Holly Lyons and her daughter Josie, Sonya Graves and her daughter Ambra Booker, Adrienne 
Berry and Michelle Smith.   Our team checked in over 800 pre-registered participants and registered over 
200 new participants the day of the race.  The Alzheimer’s 
Association was so happy with our team and very impressed at 
how smooth registration went.   
 
I am thankful to those who signed up for the team and raised 
money and those who worked at registration.  Thank you all so 
much.  
 
Our next community service project will be in November.  It's 

been said that people who volunteer manage their stress better 

and feel a stronger connection to their community.  Get 

involved - you won't regret it! 

Renee' Jones 
Region I Director 
 

“No one is useless in this world who lightens the burdens of 

others.” - Charles Dickens 
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Region II is comprised of the following counties:  Autauga, Barbour, Bullock, Butler, Chambers, Chilton, Coffee, 

Coosa, Covington, Crenshaw, Dale, Dallas, Elmore, Geneva, Henry, Houston, Lee, Lowndes, Macon, Montgomery, 

Perry, Pike, Russell, Tallapoosa.   

I am extremely honored to serve as AAPi’s Region II Director again for the 

2018-2019 year.  I have enjoyed getting to know the members of Region II as 

well as meeting and seeing new faces at our luncheons.  Our region ended 

the 2018 fiscal year with 20 members, which is a significant increase from 

the year before.  I look forward to growing this region even more and getting 

AAPi’s name out in the community.   

 
On August 29, 2018, Region II held a lunch and learn meeting at the 

Farmer’s Market Café in Montgomery.  The speaker was Stacey F. Moseley, 

Investigator/Paralegal and Liaison to the Unauthorized Practice of Law 

Committee for the office of General Counsel of the Alabama State Bar.  Ms. 

Moseley spoke on “Paralegals and the Unauthorized Practice of Law.”  We 

had 20 people in attendance for this luncheon and were excited to welcome some students from 

Faulkner University’s Legal Studies program.  This meeting was approved by NALA for one hour of CLE 

credit.     

 
If you know of someone who is in Region II and would like more information on our events, please have 

them contact Laura Reaves at Laura.Reaves@BeasleyAllen.com, or check out Region II’s Facebook 

page, https://www.facebook.com/AAPiReg2.   
 

Laura Reaves, CP 
Region II Director 

REGION II 
Laura Reaves, CP, Director 

There’s a war going on between the Regions! Each 

Region is collecting pennies and at the end of the war, 

the  Region with the most will be declared the winner 

and awarded a pizza party. 

mailto:Laura.Reaves@BeasleyAllen.com
https://www.facebook.com/AAPiReg2


REGION III 
Keri Orso, Director 
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Region III encompasses the following counties in Alabama: Baldwin, Choctaw, Clarke, Conecuh, Escambia, Marengo, Mo-

bile, Monroe, Washington, Wilcox.  

 It is hard to believe that 

we’re at the end of 2018.  I 

don’t think I was really 

aware of how fast time flies 

until I had kids and now it 

just seems like someone 

has pressed the fast-forward 

button on me.   

 Region III has had a 

wonderful year.  We’ve had 

attorneys, such as Mark Moody from the Alabama State 

Bar and Judge Karlos Finley, speak on the importance 

of paralegals in the office, paralegal roles in a war time 

setting, discovery procedures, and, most recently, we 

even had a trip over to the new Federal Courthouse.   

 Your history lesson for today:  As many of you know, 

Mobile is home to the United States District Court, 

Southern District of Alabama.  Built in 1934, the John 

A. Campbell U.S. Courthouse, named for 1853 

Supreme Court Justice John Campbell, served as both 

a Federal Courthouse and Custom House.  (Fun Fact: 

Justice Campbell resigned as justice when Alabama 

seceded from the union and became the Confederacy’s 

Assistant Secretary of War). 

 After 80 some odd years, Southern District got an 

upgrade.  The new U.S. District Courthouse doesn’t 

have a name yet, but I’m sure one will be coming soon.  

The courthouse has 5 floors that serve as home away 

from home to U.S. District Judges, U.S. District Clerk, 

U.S. Marshals, and U.S. Magistrate Court and boasts 

beautiful artwork, top of the line technology, and just a 

very clean over all feeling. 

 Do you ever get the feeling you’re being watched?  

That’s because you probably are.  With over 150 plus 

cameras, you’re always seen.  Not only is their security 

high tech, you should see their courtrooms!  The jurors 

have a better seating than I do at home, as if keeping 

them awake wasn’t hard enough.  We no longer have to 

lug every cable and connection we own over to the 

courthouse as each station within the courtroom is 

equipped with its own audio, HDMI, and VGA cables.  

You won’t need a projector or screen either, not only 

does each station have its own monitor, but the 

podium and juror box do to!  The jurors now have 

multiple monitors available in the box to view exhibits 

as they are presented, making it less of a hassle trying 

to find the perfect location to set up your exhibits or 

blow ups.  Not only do the monitors make it easier for 

everyone to view the exhibits/documents shown, but 

the current set up makes it incredibly easy to swap to/

from a laptop to the Elmo (conveniently located right 

beside the podium and did I mention the podium 

monitor is touch screen?  Your attorney can now circle 

objects shown and even write on them from the 

podium!).  

 What about attorneys (not mine of course), staff, or 

jurors that can’t hear well?  There’s an app, well tool, 

for that.  Each courtroom is now equipped with a 

headset that can be adjusted to the level the individual 

needs.  Not only did they look for ways to make the 

courtroom environment better, they also looked to 

make outside of the courtroom better.  With the current 

features, a conference call is much easier to 

understand and there’s little to no background noise/

interference from the courtroom.   

 Well, it’s sad the old courthouse is just abandoned.  

Fear not, the Campbell Courthouse is currently 

undergoing renovations and Bankruptcy Court will be 

headed back over there once it’s completed.  

 I realize now that my “short” article Jebbie asked 

for didn’t really give an update on Region III as much as 

it highlighted the courthouse tour.  I’d apologize, but I 

was seriously impressed by it and wish Government 

Plaza would take note.  If you get a chance to check it 

out, please do so.  Jeff Reinert, Chief Deputy Clerk, was 

so friendly and knowledgeable.  He encourages anyone 

who will be visiting the courthouse for a trial to give 

them a call and come over to check things out first.  

Jeff may be contacted at: 

 jeff_reinert@alsd.uscourts.gov.   

 
“John A. Campbell U.S. Courthouse, Mobile, AL.” U.S. General Services 

Administration, https://www.gsa.gov/historic-buildings/john-campbell-us-

courthouse-mobile-al#architecturaldesc. 

“New Mobile U.S. Courthouse and Campbell Courthouse.” U.S. General 

Services Administration, https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/regions/welcome-

to-the-southeast-sunbelt-region-4/buildings-and-facilities/alabama/new-

mobile-us-courthouse-and-campbell-courthouse. 

 

mailto:jeff_reinert@alsd.uscourts.gov
https://www.gsa.gov/historic-buildings/john-campbell-us-courthouse-mobile-al#architecturaldesc
https://www.gsa.gov/historic-buildings/john-campbell-us-courthouse-mobile-al#architecturaldesc
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/regions/welcome-to-the-southeast-sunbelt-region-4/buildings-and-facilities/alabama/new-mobile-us-courthouse-and-campbell-courthouse
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/regions/welcome-to-the-southeast-sunbelt-region-4/buildings-and-facilities/alabama/new-mobile-us-courthouse-and-campbell-courthouse
https://www.gsa.gov/about-us/regions/welcome-to-the-southeast-sunbelt-region-4/buildings-and-facilities/alabama/new-mobile-us-courthouse-and-campbell-courthouse
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The Alabama Association of Paralegals, Inc. (“APPI”) held its Summer 

Seminar and 36th Annual Meeting in Orange Beach, Alabama August 3-5, 

2018.  The seminar is a gathering of distinguished speakers and educational 

presentations.   

 
The annual meeting was held August 4.  During that meeting the 2018-2019  

Board of Directors and Committee Chairs were announced as follows:  Sonya 

Graves, ACP will serve as President, Angela Henderson, CP as the 1st Vice-

President, Debbie Paul, CP as the 2nd Vice-President Membership, Adrienne 

Berry, CP as the 2nd Vice President Seminars, Jeanie Johnson, ACP as the 

Secretary, Wanda Dimon, ACP as the Treasurer, Kim Watson as the 

Parliamentarian,  Kelly Crowe, ACP as the NALA Liaison, Renee Jones as the 

Region I Director, Laura Reaves, CP as the Region II Director, Keri Orso as the 

Region III Director, Patti Barchie, CP as the Professional Relations Chair, Edna 

Jackson, ACP as the Ways and Means Chair, Jebbie Austin as the 

Communications Chair, and Julie Craft, ACP as the Past Presidents Chair.  

The Board and Committee Chairs provide leadership to encourage a “high 

order of ethical and professional attainment” and are committed to 

promoting continuing education of paralegals and members.  

 
Each year the AAPI Board presents a member with the Paralegal of the Year 

Award.  The submissions for Paralegal of the Year are from the attorney(s) the 

paralegal works with on a daily basis.  This year, Marsha Jordan was selected 

as the 2018 Paralegal of the Year.  Ms. Jordan was nominated for the award 

by Attorney, Paul Young.  “She is the very epitome of what every professional, 

paralegal should be.” 

 
Also, each year a Region Member is recognized for his/her commitment to 

the association.  The submissions for Member of the Year are submitted by 

fellow members.  Region Members of the Year are:  Region 1 to be 

announced in September 2018, Kimberly Mulder as Region II Member of the 

Year, and Carol Wood as Region 3 Member of the Year.  

 
Ann Riley, CP and Jane McKinnon, CP were awarded lifetime membership 

status with AAPi.  This is an achievement for their years of service, 

commitment, passion, professionalism, dedication and leadership to the 

association.   

 
Debbie Paul, CP was presented with the President’s Award for her 

outstanding commitment, hard work and dedication to the association. 

  

ALABAMA ASSOCIATION OF PARALEGALS, INC., HELD ITS SUMMER 

SEMINAR AND 36
TH

 ANNUAL MEETING IN ORANGE BEACH, 

ALABAMA 

“She is the very 

epitome of what every 

professional, 

paralegal should be.” 

Paul Young, Esq., 

speaking of his 

paralegal, Marsha 

Jordan, AAPi’s 

Paralegal of the Year. 

Patti Barchie, CP 

Professional Relations Chair 



2018 APPi AWARDS 

 

“If a law office can have a heart and a soul, Marsha Jordan has been that to me and 

all of the people we have served since she started with me in 1999. For nearly 20 

years I have never questioned her abilities, her honesty nor her loyalty.  Her word is 

indeed her bond. She has seen and done it all, from the inevitable hand holding in 

divorces to the outrage of an unjust verdict. She has not only comforted clients whose 

world was seemingly being ripped apart at the seams, she has also comforted me and 

my family. She has been with me through two heart attacks, my wife’s struggle with 

cancer, my daughter’s law school and marriage, and the countless human heartaches 

that come part and parcel with this type of law practice. She most often arrives early 

and stays late without a hint of complaint. She has been offered jobs with better pay, 

more certain hours and greater benefits, yet she has stayed with me. The only reason 

I can think of that her loyalty to me and my practice runs so deep is because to 

Marsha, this is not a job, it is a calling. Much like that preachers in small country 

churches experience. Marsha wants to make a difference in the lives of others and 

she in fact does so each and every day. As I tell some of my millennial clients, she 

matters in the world in a big, big way. I cannot possibly imagine anyone more 

deserving of the recognition of your organization than Marsha Jordan. She is the very 

epitome of what every professional paralegal should be.” 

Paul Young, Esq. 
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The Paralegal of the Year award is presented to an AAPi member who was nominated by their attor-

ney for the hard work, dedication to the job, professionalism, and other attributes that the member 

displayed in their daily job.  This year’s recipient is Marsha Jordan who was nominated by Paul 

Young.  Congratulations, Marsha! 

MARSHA JORDAN 

AAPi 2018 PARALEGAL OF THE YEAR 

Christine Bailey 

Danielle Baker 

Wanda Dillard,ACP 

Wanda Dimon, ACP 

Lindsey Ehlman 

Cheryle Franks 

Sonya Graves, ACP 

Meredith Gunnells 

Amanda Henson 

Marsha Jordan 

Jessica Lang 

Christine Lewis 

Laura Reaves, CP 

Whitney (Hamm) Summers 

Laurel Swope 

NOMINEES FOR AAPi’S 2018 PARALEGAL OF THE YEAR AWARD 



 

AAPi’s 2018 

 

Paralegal of the Year 

Marsha Jordan 
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AWARDS and HONORS 

Debbie Paul, CP 

Recipient of the  
2018 President’s Award 

Congratulations to  the 

2018 AAPi  

Members of the Year 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Region II, Kimberly Mulder 

Region III, Carol Wood, CP 

Region I, Michelle Smith 
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Daniel Lowery successfully 

passed the NALA certification 

exam. Way to go Daniel! 

NALA NEWS 
Kelly Crowe, ACP 

 

NALA’S WEBSITE 
 

NALA’s updated website is up and running. The site is more user 
friendly and has a lot of additional information. Do you know how many 
CLE credits you have? Do you need CLE credits?  Go to www.nala.org 
and check out the new website and latest webinars. 
 

 
EXAM INFORMATION 
 

Testing is done is two parts: Knowledge and Skills. Examinees have to pass the first part of 
the exam before taking the second half of the exam. The knowledge testing is held each 
month with the next testing date being November 16, 2018 so you still have time to contact 
NALA to register to be on your way to be certified. The Skills exam is held quarterly, Febru-
ary, April, July and October. Once you pass the Knowledge exam you can take the Skills por-
tion with the next testing time February 2019 (date not yet set). Anyone interested in taking 
the certification exam please contact me to discuss and I will be happy to answer any ques-
tions you may have.  
 

NALA’s 2018 CONFERENCE & EXPO 
 
The 2019 Conference & Expo will be July 11 - 13, 2019 in Phoenix, AR, at the Westin Kier-
land Resort & Spa. Make sure to mark your calendars!!   
                                                                                                                                                                    
As your NALA Liaison, if I be of any assistance or answer any questions, please do not hesi-
tate to contact me, Kelly Crowe at kmc@grayattorneys.com  

http://www.nala.org
mailto:kmc@grayattorneys.com


SPONSORS AT THE 2018 SUMMER SEMINAR 
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AAPi 2018-2019 BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

This is the 2018-2019 AAPi Board of Directors. The Board welcomes 

the opportunity to serve AAPi members for this new year. If you have 

an interest in working on a committee or if you have a question, 

please contact a Board member and we will do all we can to answer 

your questions, put you to work on a committee, or offer whatever 

other help we are able to provide. Contact information for current 

Board members is available on our website at 

alabamaparalegals.net. 

1. Patti Barchie, CP, Professional Relations Chair 

2.  Julie Craft, ACP, Past Presidents Chair 

3. Kim Watson, Parliamentarian 

4. Keri Orso, Region III Director 

5. Laura Reaves, CLA, Region II Director  

6. Renee Jones, Region I Director 

7. Sonya Graves, ACP, President 

8. Angela Henderson, CP, Vice President 

9. Debbie Paul, CP, 2nd VP, Membership 

10. Adrienne Berry, CP, 2nd VP, Seminars 

11. Kelly Crowe, ACP, NALA Liaison 

12. Jeannie Johnson, ACP, Secretary 

13. Edna Jackson, Ways & Means Chair 
Jebbie Austin (not pictured), Communications 

Chair 
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New Members 

REGION I 

Abigail Gillis 
Belinda White, CP, Spain & Gillon, Birmingham          
Lisa Ezell, CP, Balch & Bingham, LLP, Birmingham                 
Tammy Wortham , Burr & Forman, LLP, Birmingham    

REGION II 

Kelly L. Allen, Beasley Allen Law Firm, Montgomery 

REGION IV 

Brenda Reeder, State of Alabama, Florence, Alabama 

If you have submitted a membership application and/or have paid membership 

dues but are not receiving communications from AAPi, please let us know. Your 

email address must be verified by our website email system before emails and no-

tices can be sent  to and received by you. If you have any questions regarding your 

membership, please contact Debbie Paul, CP, at deborahp@delaneyinc.net 
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Classes of the 2018  

Summer Seminar 
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Classes of the 2018  

Summer Seminar 

Winners of 

the Escape 

Room Fun! 
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE 2018 SUMMER SEMINAR 

Congratulations to Kelly Crowe, 

ACP for winning the  members-

only grand prize of a $500 gift 

card donated by Cunningham 

Bounds, LLC 

Brenda Cochran and Kim Watson 

Kelly Crowe, ACP, Sonya Graves, 

ACP and Debbie Paul, CP 
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.  



AAPi attended the 2018 

Beasley Allen Expo greeting 

many new and longtime 

friends. The invitation and 

opportunity to promote AAPi 

and its goals and purposes 

is greatly appreciated. 

Thank you, Beasley Allen for 

your sponsorship! 

Adrienne Berry, CP, and Kelly 

Crowe, ACP, greeted attendees at 

the 2018 Beasley Allen Expo in Montgomery and 

shared goody bags. 
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Happening Now and On the Horizon 
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AAPi 2019 Summer Convention 

 


